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than this. Parliament credited the army with a desire
to establish an arbitrary military government. The army
suspected Parliament 'of an intention to perpetuate itself
as a tyrannical oligarchy. The latter idea Monk could
endure, the former was for him intolerable. If it came
to a question of army or Parliament, Cromwell knew
that his incorruptible lieutenant would be obstinately
true to his principles and side with the civil power. It
is easy to understand that on the eve of his great stroke
he preferred that his devoted partisan, Major-General
Deane, who was acting in Monk's absence, should con-
tinue to command the army in Scotland.

The outbreak of the Dutch war was made an excuse
for keeping the general in England. In view of the
coming struggle it was considered advisable to make
Great Yarmouth a formidable naval port. Monk was
the highest authority on fortification in the service, and
the Council had to consent to his being employed to
carry out the necessary work. In this congenial occupa-
tion he remained until November. It was then in con-
templation to appoint two admirals to command the
fleet jointly with Blake, according to the usual practice.
Deane, having a considerable naval reputation, was
naturally one, and he was summoned from Scotland,
where Colonel Lilburne, an advanced radical of Ana-
baptist opinions, succeeded him. Monk was proposed
as the other, but again Cromwell opposed the appoint-
ment. He saw the coming crisis almost within measur-
able distance, and naturally wished to see the fleet as
well as the army in the right hands. But this time
his opposition was in vain. On the last day of the
month Blake was defeated by a greatly superior force and ministers hands, In view of
